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Conyers 
leaves 
Judiciary 
post 


He denies sexual 
harassment but 
cites ‘distraction’ 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich., is 
stepping aside from his House 
Judiciary Committee position. 


BY HOPE YEN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON e Michigan Rep. 
John Conyers, under investiga- 
tion over allegations he sexually 
harassed female staff members, 
said Sunday that he would step 
aside as the top Democrat on 
the House Judiciary Committee 
while fiercely denying he acted 
inappropriately during his long 
tenure in Congress. 

In a statement, the lawmaker, 
88, made clear he would prefer 
to keep his leadership role on the 
committee, which has wide ju- 
risdiction over U.S. law enforce- 
ment, from civil rights and im- 
peachment of federal officials to 
sexual harassment protections. 

But Conyers acknowledged 
that maintaining the post would 
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Congress 
coming back 
to crush of 
business 


Tax overhaul, 
shutdown, border 
wall pad agenda 


BY ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON e The crush of 
unfinished business facing law- 
makers when they return to the 
Capitol would be daunting even 
if Washington were functioning 
at peak efficiency. 

It’s an agenda whose core 
items — tax cuts, a potential gov- 
ernment shutdown, lots of left- 
over spending bills — could un- 
ravel just as easily as advance in 
factionalism, gamesmanship and 
a toxic political environment. 

There’s only a four-week win- 
dow until a Christmas deadline, 
barely enough time for compli- 
cated negotiations even if De- 
cember stays on the rails. And 
that’s hardly a sure bet in Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s capital. 

Trump and congressional 
leaders plan a meeting Tues- 
day to discuss how to sidestep a 
shutdown and work though the 
legislative to-do list. 

For the optimistic, it’s plain 
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NUMBERS OF 
TRUMPETER 
SWANS SOAR 


PHOTOS BY CHRISTIAN GOODEN « cgooden@post-dispatch.com 


Trumpeter swans take flight from Heron Pond near the confluence of the Mississippi and 
Missouri rivers in the West Alton area on Tuesday. 


Trumpeter swans roost in Heron Pond. More than 1,000 of the migratory birds birds have been 
spotted here. They were once near extinction in the United States. 


Bird expert Pat Lueders (second from right) counts a large flock of trumpeter swans with 
volunteer counters Paul Moffett (right) and Joel Rurik (left) on Tuesday at Heron Pond. 


Once nearly 
extinct in 
the U.S., the 
birds with 
an eight-foot 
wingspan were 
reintroduced 
to the area and 
are returning in 


record numbers. 


BY BRYCE GRAY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


WEST ALTON « Against a horizon broken by transmission 
lines and the occasional smokestack, amid the steady buzz of 
60-mph traffic along U.S. Highway 67, the bottomlands near 
the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers may not 
seem like a sought-after natural oasis — especially during gray, 
winter months. 

But things look differently if you’re a trumpeter swan, or a 
devoted birdwatcher drawn to observe the species, beginning 
this time of year. 

Arecord 1,089 of the birds have already returned to the area’s 
marshy expanses for the winter, migrating from their northern 
habitat ranges in places such as Wisconsin, Minnesota or even 
Canada, based on a count completed last week. 

That tops last year’s record of 1,022 counted at the River- 
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Lawyers 
for poor 


juggle 
fear with 
caseload 


MISSOURI TOP 
COURT DECISION 


Probation for 
longtime attorney 
stirs worry, action 


BY ROBERT PATRICK 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


HILLSBORO e Dane Roper is 
looking at a busy day. 

The assistant public defender 
has six sentencing hearings 
scheduled on a recent Thursday 
morning, followed by an after- 
noon with another sentencing 
and four arraignments, some 
of which might turn into guilty 
pleas. 

He starts with two drug cases 
and one DWI. One hearing lasts 
three minutes. The others run 
about 12 each. 

But his morning goes quickly. 
Two of his clients don’t show. 
The other is dead. 

No other defense attorney in 
Jefferson County Circuit Judge 
Carl Yates’ courtroom had more 
than one client. 

Roper’s boss, Courtney Good- 
win, handled two hearings that 
afternoon, and their colleagues 
had eight more. 

Goodwin called it a light day. 
The next Tuesday, she expected 
15 to 20 motion hearings, a bench 
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The winners 
and losers 
of shorter 
winters 


Frost covers blades of grass anda 
lone red leaf on a cold morning in 
St. Louis on Oct. 29. 


BY JANELLE O’DEA 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


A combination of climate change 
and variations in weather pat- 
terns is causing winter to 
shorten. 

The freeze season of 2016 in 
the U.S. was more than a month 
shorter than the freeze season a 
century ago, according to data 
compiled from National Weather 
Service stations and analyzed by 
the Associated Press. 

In Missouri, the freeze sea- 
son is roughly five to seven days 
shorter now than it was a cen- 
tury ago, according to Associated 
Press data and a Post-Dispatch 


See FREEZE e Page A5 


TODAY Trumpeting 
70°/43° return 
MOSTLY SUNNY WP 
TOMORROW 

68°/48° : 
INCREASING CLOUDS 

WEATHER 


B10 


a A 
zaScheniat 


City school board discussion « a2 


Man helping strangers slain + A6 
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2017 S60 DYNAMIC 


Lease for 36 months, 


$329 due at signing 


WEST COUNTY VOLVO 


636-200-2822 e www.wcvolvo.com 
14410 MANCHESTER ROAD MANCHESTER, MO 63011 


stk#18858 


2018 VOLVO XC90 T5 AW 


Lease for 36 months, 


$ a a 
mo* E mw) 


$529 due at signing 


2017 XC60 


A 


SAVE UP T0 $10,00 


on remaining inventory 


*Total due includes $0 cap cost reduction. Customer to pay first payment, tax, title, license and dealer administrative fee. Lease at 7,500 miles per year 
(additional miles are available). No security deposit with approved credit. Financing through VCFS. Expires 11/30/17. ALL TRADE-IN ACCEPTED 


